jUj^Jl ^Jlj o-J ^ Jlkiu-Vl ^ t^Lx-^b 

£Sj-a (j-a ^jij ja-La ( jjj^"' 1 (j^>^ Ajljlaj AjLl-oj 4joiIjJ i— laafl l^A cJj^-&3 

N ■ ba (TICLINIUM) iaUiVl *c kjSM ^Utfb U 

. jU ^Jllj (JJjla jC ^JJ^J *^"J*^ ^JJJ^ 1 OH L$J^ 



"Nabatean Tombs from the site of Dair el-Kahf in 
Northeast Jordan, their Importance in the 
Settlement of the site and Via Wadi Sirhan" 

Abstract 

This research is a descriptive and analytic study of two 
Nabataean carved tombs from the site of Dair el-Kahf in 
northeast Jordan. The first one is distinguished by the 
existence of a Nabataean funerary stele (NEFESH) being 
engraved on the top of its doorway, and a Nabataean 
inscription engraved on the walls inside the burial hall. In 
addition to this, Safaiatic inscriptions are engraved on the 
walls of the graves. The second is distinguished by 
containing a funerary hall (TICLINIUM). Moreover, the 
tombs are distinguished by being engraved not built which is 
a unique case in this area. These tombs emphasize the 
Nabataean settlement in the site, which has not been 
mentioned in previous studies. Consequently, it is possible 
that the castle of Dair el-Kahf has a Nabataean roots since 
the site is connected with the important trading road 
between north Arabia and Syria through Wadi Sirhan. 



^ j5l ,J^\ Jj^jH J M c> "-i-^j 

( j AJ ^a itfjj* iua^iSI A^ji^l cil >Vl 4*51 jfi S jjiSS 

J Jj jVl Ua ijJ**-* jJ^j oh U ALuuoj^ ASlai* Jj i Jji-i! AL-j^x 

qa LAJ iM t^j 0 ^ J 1 ^) JJ* 1 ^J 5 * 1 * J'j^J 

Jx=. <> Jj^l *>S AjU^ f j£^ r) AWi is'Ji £j>1» ^5—5^1 

^ t (Dioclitian) uV^_*P J>' J^V 1 ^ <J *" 3ai ^ ^ ' ubj* 

^13 dip. J^V 1 J^j^ J* 1 u*—^ 

<>*u JJ— ^ J fcL- lAc\i d&J Ojixll fJ-C** 

JjjL" a^L U> jc ^jfi (jjjWLi J^Ji JS L^£il >> Ui_*j *to-jp?JI 
. cijj^ ^ J^jtf t^ 1 '(STRATA DIOCLITIANA) "jU-^jP 
tC 3jjVI A*l3 5U j=J 2Us£* aJIj* <LSj jjii j Ubi frUj t> Ui^Jl 

.Aaj^Jl AjV jS W>lt (^j^iJj JjjVl jJJ U Jo-jj tUjj-u SjjjaJ! 

j> fr l>i J^ii ^ UjIjIj a^VI UUj 0- Jj^- j^i ^ ■^ ss 

WiJ! jjjaii J {Ij^ >J J Akj- l^Jsu. ^ Cjju 
j^Jlill ^jj- ^ JJ ^jJl oiA %J ja. Jc. ^jLj 4<*ia3l O^J 1 

dijL j J (Parker) jfrjt^ J± J-^ 1 ^-P 

2^ A«3ffl 

j^^uS c%r.i ^ j wss »Uj ^ Uk^J 

t (Valens) ^(Valentinian) jUA^ f l^il J 4*® *\± 

dM\ J&ftj S\rv° - rtl) iiJ J Aiujj jjxjj t (Gratiana) Ulilj^j 
. 0 ^(Agrippa) ^ ^ SUS j JUS J>il ,li Uj>V' ^ 



JiaJ J ^J-JauJ Jjcj t£ jy* j±. ^ ji^a (jiaj Jc Jic. La£ 
jjjj J ^ 3 J c_ijj j jc. £ 3 jx]] fjJ) flll ^ 

f JJ^=^3^ Lj-4£jj ^ ijj Li^-il (Speluncae) j (Brunnow) 

£j WiUl J 4^KJ1 6 oa ^j** t(Notitia Dignitatum) 

J 1 J j£ j*jj o J J» > r-i AjjLa j j Ajjj£ J ja> j ijj j£j 

jfri J uj± ( 24:Parker 1986) 

: 091 ^11 

Jc t^S Y Jlj^ Jc. <^_k$£ll jp ^Sjx JUill Jl (jaljuJl ^Sj 

ja— all J 4jjaj* ijljJu» Jj Ua^ ^j^fL. <j j^a Jj ^ 

Alj^ Jc jcL to* *(Tuff) j# ^1 SjL. t> UJ jjSJl ^. j: U i 

ji^Jl jj AjuaL JfrUi V jll jiVl (ilalidl c_£Uj iCjsuJI 4jLc 

<jsl:u ^ o& <_Li£ £j .cillj Jc ^Uffl jijU! jiu^l! ^ 

AlaO* Jjlci jj *l*3j».j aUxll £*aJ jjj Jl jj^o ^cK"^ 1 j3 

(MacDonald) j£U 

tjjJill j^ ^1 I^a <^ (£ t r tt ^ JILiVl) :JjVl jaxJl 

^lijjb ^j3 J^u jlSjJ) ciWl <> jj£a]| ^uLJl j^J| J Ai^A, C^j 

jjijj^ Ljlaj jjjSjll ^jSil JL-i! Jj 4^ rVY ck»j*jj ^ Yi« 

J f ^5u^ ku£± ji tAjja^. t^UlcJ ujiuI Ujj t jLill JikLa^ 

J^aoxux Jiia ajiL £ . Jl j^ jji. jSlI I liLi^ .JS^ll Ji.Jx (>>lc] 

Ji«Vl J flSj ^.jj jj t^i 1 Vo AcUi J jx JiLjl j tfUJ1 no j^j^u JSJJI 
l^Ja^j J cjaJ JLi JcV! t> (j-jSB ^lia j! <> Ji] Lj t^ajVl (jja 

^J*Lia (> JjJaj c^jo! O* 4llclS J jL j ^UjjL jjlc < J<\, clu% 

Aiu^jlLi t-ij*J Lq JLoj diLJl I^A J»jj ejj*^ JS^) ^ O. jJja.Vl 
(jjL^La < *ifioj A^jla S^cli jx jj£jj Jll iiaUjVI ^ic 4jjjLbJl 

J jUiVI ji C jjl! j t^ijS ^j " jMs " Jl(j tjjaUl 



^UKJl'^ U£ t(MASSEBAH) ^ jjj$ 

Aiki* <J tln^l tj\£i jjiiill jjSj cl^UJl (jiwj Jj . ^CjaJ fJ 

JttBj < (n) ji uj*^ o^-ftl *\J$ J 

Jc Jic J&j . ^ V ^c1jjJ1 0*j U eLpJ L-oLi t JJ^ <*-%J £JJ J^3 

ji ^ jail JLijii. u^j t (n) ^»Vi ^ ^ 

^jjj J**^ V. - £ . J)" u& aLL«jj c j>ii J 

jl£aVl jjj 'W^J kjJ-" 1 J >^ c3^^* J] ^ jUxJ! J^aVl jJ^j 

Cjj^U j]l' 2Lu^l! J3USB AjLpj '2Luj*Jl S jijaJI JJ Aj *2«UI CjliiaxJlj 

^Sll ^llail J IgJjJuj t\^i\ Ipu* <'nKj (Alkiail ^h u i^l l 

. ^^jjJSl jllj ftill J^J (jJalia ^l^JUJ j£x>\j l^iiJajl^l 

Ijc AjkU <J ^J ^ 

t> Jj^ 1 -JJ* ^ (aJUJJI) ^iojS A^J! Cjj^ ^aj 5j^») Ji^Jl 
Jt cjIL^LI! jllx j^L i! ajj=^ ujIL^Lu lJ&V! 



jjSII i(>ajull L^a«j £ jjjx jlj j-vic dliljllj ^IjSI jl jjSI! 

&r> 1Y . x Y . o Jl ^ ^UUa CiiLj t J jVl jjSB Si jl^ Cjj^ ^J^ 1 
jjSII ji j^ljj 4 (Y Jli) ^ n o x Uo CiiLa JklJ jjfll U 

•cr>J^ J^ 1 ^fcj J J JiU 

i(y J£i) jijsii jc r yy. xrr. <yy. x Yr© t Y.\ x y . . i^u-ui 

Cj^MI oOA Jlxj tl^k Aj^k j CijjI^ ^bjl CnJliU t+ji Uj 

' (' U J ^M' (J^J^I J ^JJJ tJaLuVl -lie- ■-^^'■■. 1 

jal^ aJ J dfljS, t < Yo ^lj3JI Jj ' (T£) 5!j^ Aj> jal^ aJ J Cj«tj Jc 
C£J <A? • (YY) ^I J s-uj* J UL Je Jlcj 4 < n )2u^| 

x Yo. l^ULi Ciilj 4 (£)^ill ^ JLill aijU.,.. ^uua ^jj <^VI 
J JLJ L£ cJ^A 1 ^j^ix ji Jc ^ ^ cjjl£ Ujj t ^ no 

YYo l^LiJ diL tjLill ^LkLuLc ^jaj jiiJl j* ^Vl jSjJl jj jj 

no x YYo Jlj^lUJcuiliVj Yj 

JJa jl jjIajx jl ji LjsJ jax<Jl t> (AjjjiaJl) ^ jiaull A^Jl 

. Ji-Vl j- JjjiJl jl j^a. Jc. jj16 4j jaJ^ 

jj-J j- I^jj » JcVl j- AJL-JI A^l j Jc a ; U.;H ^ Jaj^* 

jM c>J t(AJLuill) ^1 A^JI Jc Ju^j t jijj J^ JiljJJ 

jAilc- Jjj^JIj ^jioJl l^Uai jJfijS ^ Sac pl>lj t^ljJl 

jSSill lj* WljS J^U j* j^Ji) .^j^l ^1 jdV jaxJl fljaaJ SjUJj tjliVU 
^jSSsll Sjaiij ^jU jj (_>ojl pLul <Lc J3lc ja^ 4jf 

.^ujid j... Jfl ju j^ji j^j jIqc 

U*J Oi Oi 0»J ^J^V t-bk {^lua Jll ( ja^oll) S jUL^l a^A 



i^gL La£ ja j D 'C i 
Jc J -A 

ojjuiV Jjxj c^yijlt ji c5J**l j^la jA (jSAaJI IjA jLi Jjall ^jjalutj li$-Jj 
jx Jlc (_5jlui<* < _ 5 ic ejjujVli '»JJ^ fjj*' (j^ (J^alaJiuijj cAj jS i ^iH (jjji 

*L* eljjll lift ji LaJjlj i Jjo->ty 030x11 lOA Jia Ciajj ^jSj ji LgJ *l Jill 

La£ ^a (_£jl-=U (JMJ^ 3 ^5^" £^ L- ^^' O! ^1 **J^^' lU*^ J>Lk j* 

JaLijVl j# <iJ jll j AjjSII ClSL-oII jc U^a !>Lb jaa-all ^oiL U£iUjJil 

■ 4_iuuflj (jaOxll ^ AjJaijllj Ajj^^iII ^jijiill J _J^-J j^Li. j-« ' jjj j^^ j 

(JLijlS LaJj topjjic JJC AjjU^ LUL JxaJ jLuuJ ^1 JjVI JJ*ll 

j£lj t<LaXu.yi AjUI aHo*'hiiI ojci ja-ioil jl JjJ IjA j ujUjS 

(1 i^Qj) 

AlkJU 4^JJj <(JjVl jilttll (jC f jla ^ © (^l! j=l J*J ^Jc jilail 1 £41 

i . ^Uijl c.UacV ^ajoi VYO (J jiaJ ja i all ^ j-ax (j£k.loll diaJ tjjjjgall jaj 

£-liSjl j t^jjoiX ^ O (_pa_)«J jSJull t^^jS j*£JiJ j"i.A<a jaaII jIjj ( jaXall 

i^CO X O . )<jjjLiL jtjjji-k^a jUjii. dljia*. 4ijjJajl i (V 6jjj-a) jxui^ A ♦ 

AiJaiuax aIL-s jx jjSljj t jaloj (Jjxa. Ji-lall jx jajull tliai 

jlia. IJC 4j!Aj11 l^jlj^a. jjaj t^sjuj OA» (_pajCj 4^juj IT© (Jji*J J£jill 
jjj U IgJ! jial £jljJJ t ^ ^jia jJJ_J=^ (j^J^ tJ^" 

L-Jjluii j i ^£ ojji-ta 4*\ (j£jai^^jLU A* jlj La IgjJajCj 4^»juo Y V « j W« 

^ j"a J < (jjJlLuall ^ La jj2 (_)£ (jSJjj ilua t JjVI jSAAll AjLi-a ja.il! j i^iajll 
(J^Lcjj t(_5 j^aJl (JIjjjIjI! AjAi La ji t^^jLLH L. ulaJl j-a (_^jl*ll j-° 
AjjjlaJ l A aJlill jlj-^- ^ JJ*j^a L^^>?-* "^J^ t * ^ '(_5^j^> (J^*^ j^ 
Cj ja>La 0 y£. jlA^. J£ ^ jJJ^ (j£ jAJ La J*-^ •'SjJ?^ cjUa^LlI ^ajl 
j^j iAj±j±a SJicII Al j t^jai VO (jJajx^j i^joi ^ * jl^LaJ jiAaJt jC JJJJ 

. Jilall jx jaXail Ail jll jx Ic jj 

_Ja7) 



Ail j$JaJ ijiloll jjlAJ ^Jc tjilall AjjJtfl AjlLuill Ajjljll ^ ji Oa.jJ 
^ » ^jtj lr Jjkj Ji^l aLLI 

Ja.l^i! ^ jjia-a]l jjSII J jik^ll AjIaC. A-miill q\ dua, 4^0 <jLi) ^juj 

.aLuoJI ( ^akA\ JiXftll Jjiij (jaoll AjLaC ^jj t^^Jl AjLuu ^IjSII 

Jjlal ^ (jji^jJ J^Jl ^ (j^ ^jJl AjkUl Jj^Jl ^J2U 

LaJjj 4^£ ajjjua ^jui ) O ^liGjljj Liiajc. ^xuV© ^jjjbL lAixiajVl 

A^aj S jUaJ j Ajjftl j f KJI Jj^jl l^jfr UlISj ^ JiJtfl J] A^' Aa>jJ 

AoDljll t jhl./irtfl ^^ajuIj j tAjlajjH jSliJl ^ Aajjaca (JjUlj^I oJlA Jo* .^jilail 

^ ^121 jb a^j* aS^ A^k^c t (TRICLINIUM) 

LjOLa title l^iuojJ ^1 (_J t*3 ^Auuu <JajjS ^jijSjS ^ l^ajoil Jjjj til^jfl 

tfjjj ' (r,) TICLINIUM ^ (I iiJ J jtpUj (%*Y jSS 

<^*^ fc j j f ) ^ j '^V^jJI j A^ 1 j* u^** J 

\ . c^ 1 ((THIASOS ^3>VI A&Z* a^ aSjU* j t < n ^ jll 
tiill ((SYMPOSYARCH a^ ^ ^ jAK^J j U j 

AiuIajS oJA (jjdij JaJJ^J ^ (' £ j J f V j) A«.LuaJ Ajlaijli clilijSlI ^ J jj 
a!DIj (j-a LlllcLaa. ^ Lla A^jLutA lIiIa^. j jjjitJ " Jjljiwi ^Ijiail ^j^aj 

4L_iJjill ^ Ajulj CjbjliO lilLoll ^jilj tt-ihjU qa (jljjul AjjU (J^Jj tLuaiai j.V- 

Afl_al*iaj Ajiaaj A-ftiaJ ^ 4^1 ^ _) _j ^ <— 1 f*J^ ' *"**" ' ^aVt-i. -> 

<pjsull L-AiLaL is *u)l LajS A^jJl tiU.^Jl ^v^w.ri J r ° ^y^ l ft jj^j ^jSj 

A^i (Ji ^ (JliLaJl j£ju 1^j9 Aiixx tllUuAia ^ jjall Juc ^1 (AjjjliaJlj 

jSU ^ ji ^laVi ej* Jla ^ jal^all ^ jjaj La oicj cdlilL-ai j 

j i^ull jjlxji ^ f fjj^ ^iLall AttfS t^^jalA-all ojjU-a 

J ja.jSj ((TRICLINIUM Uj tBICLINIUM <^L£ U ^USl 

jp&j ^ ^CHJ^JJ^JJ^J J'^llj (j«a J£ ^ t'tHj dita. JjUill 

Jitj . ^^^Jjjlll ^j^'^l jLil ^ s^«la ^lia ^ AjlauSl ^Sl jaII ^ Ljjlc 

' JJ^ C> * ASiala ^ 0 jUaJI (>a Aaju-e CjV jUa ^Jc LJS^I ^ S^jjS ^ 

. ^ ^(jia jVl tjic jU2La5l ^Jjjlau dija. (AjjjlbJl c_LiLa]| Jjl » uij dllaiijl LaJj 

•t5 J*' O- 3 ' J 6 ^ Ja.1 ^ jS^all ^ikluol Jo JA> (Ajj^lll j 



■El- 



tjiiJ ,Jc. ^Vi.r^ (jSiill <_£U> t> tjil^U ^kull 4jj$II .£12 
cjj^iol! diLJI j t-LLuVI J] A^j J Ail] VL>* ^'iL. jAj 4 J jVI 

Je tjjiiilb JaLuVl <_9jC U (jill tLjai JjYI (ja.^1 Ja.^ JjS 

ji 4jjLu1I Acla]| Js ja^j j t ^AaII 4$j=J j Je La 4jL 6 jlA AjIIa. J jjLaJ 4jl 

c^UVI (j^l <jJpMj VP 11 jjU-^L -kujj Jll t^jljil oa^Jl J 

J ' . il&Vl j] jj *jlj_j^ (jlaLui J j^jj 4j<Jj tAjjsuiJl 4£LaJl ^ 

i - la \\\ ^jjljxll (j^ ^««.Xa ^J*J (Ajjxall (jSljuJl -^J^J Ailalall 

4 C5 j]jLlll jauual l Ailia^o ClllLL (j-o (jj^-oll Jj-v i n\\ jl j^l <r-y^J^ 

jl o --K\ l jia.aJl l-iILL Igja jj jll ^ AjlLluJI £il j-<Jl t_£Lkj 

tliaill AjLuJ ^£LJl (jlajB 

Lpi ^jiaj Jl! t<LJalwiAJl jl (AjujaII i— il -s > -ill ^hVu.L LiaJ ^1^*11 _)j-«JJ 

JUti J^U t> .1 - V^) ^1 J^lj ^iLJ! ^.Ukj t^il^l JjVI 

A-ajJl) Jjl-ajj AikLa j t^L^a jjlju) J^JI AllaldJ ^UjAI 4£LuJl qa jLaJiJl 
jljfllalaSl dj^ij C(jU.jjja]l ^ji^l c-JpJlj a iaJJ jll t(J^i?Jl 

(jj^Jl Aijaia ^ £ ♦ — ^3 ^J^' <— ijl^il ' * t Umn j Lj£jjjC 

jjuS Jc l^iS jjC I ilj t4jl j3 A-oliV j^o jjil t^^jl J jl-JJ-o (jc- eJ^*Jl Ajaajl jluiVI 
(_£ J^uC J jaj Jl jj-uij Lax I jlAj t^Jj^jjiC. Llill cj* 2 ^ AjlajjH (JjjSjJI (j-o 



tAJajj Aj^UJ fjS ja (Jloj ^jJl JIJ ^5j^ jc. J l ^ ( ;.»< IS 

Ailaia ^ Ai. jjaI) jSjiill ^af J jjuj < (°'h,'Ls\\\ Acja>a Aj kpu j 

^ jLi Ujj t) jii djjUi ^ Aaiai aui ji J^ii 

jjjji^aj (jjjJjAJ qa AjjjjJI JjbSil AjI JoaSI JaLiuJl A4A.I j-al jl tAjLLua.! ClIjS 

^VjUxj tj^jj' 6- ^Aj^J (jjfl CjlLL^Jl qa a ^W\\\ JaLuVl AJjla-a 
JalfiVI Jji. (^AJaALlI t-jjljjJaJl J^Lk t> «^J^ (3^ SjjSloi! 

Aikulli JaUVI fUiAl JaJji j LjJ LulaJj ijUjjJ JjjL ^ f$JjL>J 

Jj^ 1 LJjSS ^ J*^ AjjAa Ali^ ^ jj| jlAJjVt £-a AkjJ 604 ^ 

V • j Y • (jjj La J^aj tj^a jjuj ijj* Y » ♦ ^1 ja. ^Lu J jisu cJi j=J 
»JJ jaJl law j (jjj Aa$^1I ££Lua\jA\\ ^jia .laj jA j tAAuaa diU.1 j AjujU. L? k. 
jj JtfaJ A*jJ Jj^ Ala ^jicJl *>]| j ^^jjjal jj| J&Lj f Uj| ^ A^jJi 
jjj A^a AjUjt lillUx ^Li3 JxJi d±ia. t^sl^l j>-a*ll ^ SjjjS Ajiujlj AjaAI 

JUjjVI ^jL lKAj jUjJ! ^ij J (N.Glueck) liljk jj^L ^jj 

(Ljj^ VJ^J u'jJ^ ^ iiaL ») JLaJJI ^JajjJi A£laJl ^ja. jjj <J jJaJl 
S j^l <LaAbU ( jJii j J° V )(AjJ jxjluII AujjJI JU^j JJjVI ^Jj^) ^Jjilil j 
- Y * 1 ^Ic Jjj lijla IjLijj j t Aj jUjjll ^iAl j£a tjUjjJI ^Jj (JJjlal 

W>L^j ^bl^ll J^U j* j^kj La£ c>j tf Y) . 

(STRATA {jLulSjjp {^J^ 3 f* - ^ <J^J^' I 1a jcj ^ oA ^aj1ia1I ajaac! 
^ ^ .u^l J) Ljia. jjjVl o- ^jj ,< B, > (DIOCLITIANA 

^ ALjU) ^j^sj bjc A^ l^laj ; ( jj a al| f | Ljc Jlaj t^jjV! Jl*^ 

U^JI jjj ^ JLi £j . r ♦ o - Y A£ ^IjiJl Jj AiujU ^ ^jjj 

AikjjJl AjlaJl ^ Jj i_Aui2>i AjjLa jjll AjSaJl ^ ^jaiI (JJjiall I JA ^jlt A-a^a Alaij 
(jjll ^jaU ^^kjjl! jUau^VI a£jJ j3jJl IjA t> t iLjajj L^J AsLJ 

cAoiaii jjia. CjI j tJ^B jp A*]S jL J jSl) Lulaj La£ tAliLJl CjU jill AllflC.1 
ji jU-aJ'l ^ubjll itillj JSJO^ JjSkAal! ^ ^JiVI <.ywn\l JUcI jlj 

^Iji.lui! (> <a*1S1I 'o jSjx ajjIl Akjx jj^j Jj jUii (Butler)jlij 
^ (jjUkiJl ^jjllll j (jc !5Li a a ^^AjJSII *Uj AkjJ Ajlii ^ tLLu ^Jl 

. ' ^cjjIj j-a o j£ia Aia. j* J ja. j 
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